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President: Dr Birendra Sinha Chairman: Dr Chandra Kanneganti
General Secretary: Dr A Dhawan Treasurer: Mr PK Sarkar
Telephone: 0161 456 7828 Website: www.bidaonline.co.uk

Email: bida@btconnect.com

19 05 2020
The Right Honourable Mr Matt Hancock
Secretary of State, Health and Social Care
39, Victoria Street,
London. SW1H OEU

Dear Mr Hancock,

BIDA wishes to bring forth two proposals to your attention to the forefront of current
discussion around supporting Health Care Workers through this crisis

1. Annual Surcharge for Healthcare Workers — A proposal

It is disheartening to now know that the government has decided not to scrap the surcharge
for overseas workers. We had expected to make an exception for all HCWs including those
working in care homes.

BIDA proposes alternative solutions to this issue. It requests all the relevant employers like
the NHS Trusts, the Health Boards of Wales and Scotland, the Health Education England and
the Local NHS England teams to come together to protect their staff that fall in this category
and help them by paying for their respective surcharges. | would like to inform you that
there are some Trusts who are already paying the surcharges of nurses, who have been
recruited from overseas. NHS England are giving newly appointed GPs their visa expenses
and Health Education England are recompensing some trainee GP and junior trainees, who
have been recruited from overseas.

BIDA would like to call upon NHS Trusts and Health Boards of all UK nations to follow this
example. It would be a fitting gesture of appreciation for their contribution to the NHS, so
that they feel valued and be proud to work in the NHS. We would very much like you to
support our proposal.

We strongly feel that it doesn’t seem fair for those who are already paying tax and National
Insurance to pay twice in face of the enormous contribution this group is making.



2. Proposal for Review of Independent Leave of Residence (ILR) for HCWSs from overseas.

We request the government with a proposal to review their policy for ILR regulations for all
HCWSs. We wish to propose that all overseas HCWs (in particular doctors and nurses) be
considered under the category “Global Talent”. This proposal would lead to consideration of
ILR after serving the NHS for 3 years. This accelerated settlement would go a long way at a
time when the NHS desperately needs to alleviate continual and chronic staff shortages.

We are writing to the Rt Hon Ms Priti Patel, Secretary of Home to earnestly consider our
propositions.

We sincerely hope you would take note of our concerns and take immediate action for the
benefit of our frontline warriors.

Kind regards,

‘ (CoriRom Auvinke  Dbawar
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Dr BK Sinha Dr Chandra Kanneganti Dr Ashish Dhawan
BIDA National President BIDA National Chairman. BIDA National Secretary

Cc: Mr Simon Stevens, CEO NHS
Dr. Chand Nagpaul, BMA Chair
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